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Since Christopher Columbus first sailed to the Caribbean, the region has occupied an exotic places.
in the cultural imagination. An early peint of contact with the ‘New-\World', it was the site-of
colonial fantasy: an alluring territory of un-spoiled nature, exotic lecal tribes, nautical adventures
and pirate treasures all set amid an idyllic constellation of coral fringed islands, white beaghes
and turquoise waters. The coveted isles once tossed-between the British; Spanish, French,

Danish and Dutch have since settled into a collection of unique island-cultures. A popular tourist
destination, the Caribbean today offers holiday home seekers everything from colenial Villas:to
contemporary resorts, from-bustling beach towns to disereet private-islands:. .

Uninhabited Caribbean island
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For years, St Lucia was the qu
developments or tourists. But this has all changed-
world's top hotels and residences.
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Turks and Caicos Islands and St Barth's,” says Marco Bonini, Sales
Director at Glenconner Beach, one of the island’s new high-end villa
developments.

£ St Lucia is very up and coming and has much more land than both the

Recent projects on the island include Cap Maison’s 49 cliff-top villas and a Raffles
Resort with homes around a new Jack Nicklaus-designed golf course. The island
has ambitious plans for more.

One such plan is spearheaded by Lord Glenconner, the 82-year-old British
aristocrat who bought the Caribbean island Mustique back in 1958, turning it into
an exclusive resort for the wealthy and famous. His plans for St. Lucia’s Glenconner
Village recreate some of this earlier magic, and include Glenconner Beach, seven
freehold villas — three on the beachfront, four behind — with prices running from
USST million to US$1.2 million.

Developers don’t seem worried about the drop in the Caribbean market earlier this
year. "Property prices (in St. Lucia) are still holding strong,” says Bonini, “and unlike
in Barbados, resorts have not been forced into discounting.”

Many new developments are focused on the north of the island, on the beaches
and hills surrounding island's glittering yacht marina. Glenconner’s new village,
however, will be situated between the Pitons, the island’s twin volcanic mountains,
an area recognised by UNESCO as a World Heritage site.

As Glenconner sees it, the pristine, protected site adds to the project’s appeal:
“There are finite villas, it is a unique situation, and as a heritage site it won't be
teeming with mid-market resorts in three years,” the eccentric British magnate
recently told The Sunday Times, “I've looked all over the world for this.”

For property buyers, there is minimal tax on capital gains and none on rental
income for the first 10 years. Part of the Lesser Antilles, St. Lucia is located
northeast of the islands of Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, northwest of
Barbados and south of Martinique.
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Volcanic peaks and rainforest on St. Lucia
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St. Lucia Sunset










